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LAKE COUNTY 


As long ago as 1949, the need for the consoli- 
dation of the various decentralized Lake County 
government offices has been apparent. Dr. Joseph 
J. Forszt, upon taking office as a member of the 
Board of County Commissioners in 1949, recog- 
nized that the existing county government buildings 
and facilities were not meeting the needs for which 
they were intended. 

At that time, Lake County was beginning to expe- 
rience rapid population growth. From 1935, the 
county population grew from 286,000 to 512,000 
in 1960. Estimates for 1980 place the population at 
800,000. As it is generally accepted that there 
exists a fairly constant relationship between popu- 
lation and government space requirements, it is not 
surprising that the county offices faced a critical 
shortage of space. The county was not equipped to 
meet an increasing demand for government ser- 
vices; there had been no significant building addi- 
tions in Crown Point since the acquisition of the 
People’s State Bank. 

Because of the crowded conditions, it had be- 
come necessary to rent space at scattered locations 
throughout the Crown Point business district. All 
the departments were inadequately housed, commu- 
nications were strained, custodial expenses were 
high, parking was inadequate, which resulted in 
substandard working conditions and thus personnel 
inefficiency. 

Added to these serious deficiencies was the 
financial burden of the existing facilities, which 
was becoming increasingly costly to the taxpayers. 

In 1950, the preliminary events were initiated 
which would eventually culminate in the building 
of the new, centralized Lake County Government 
Center. 

A cursory study conducted by the Board of 
Commissioners showed that the facilities were 
generally inadequate, and that centralized govern- 
ment operations would result in a more efficient 
county government. This was incentive enough to 
the Board to encourage them to proceed with fur- 
ther investigation. 

The commissioners engaged Public Administra- 
tion Services of Chicago, a consulting and research 
firm, to study the space requirements of Lake 
County government. 

Aiso, they appointed a 10-member Citizen's 
Advisory Committee to assist them in developing 
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a feasible approach to correcting the county's spa- 
tial limitations. This committee was comprised of 
leaders in the business, labor and professional sec- 
tors of Lake County, and was chaired by H. B. 
Snyder, Editor-in-Chief of the Gary Post Tribune. 

By 1955, decisions were reached by the two 
groups. The resulting surveys concurred; they rec- 
ommended centralization of the county offices to 
insure the most efficient operation, and to provide 
improved services to the public. These recommen- 
dations urged the selection of an open-land site 
situated somewhere near the original county seat. 

Also in 1955, Stanley Olszewski became a 
county commissioner, and joined the ranks of those 
who saw a solution in the consolidation of all gov- 
ernment offices. 

Then in 1956, an architectural and engineering 
firm solicited by the Board, recommended, in their 
land-use report, the construction of a government 
complex on county-owned land north of the city 
limits of Crown Point, and south of Parramore 
Hospital. 

In order to proceed with construction plans, it 
was necessary for the Board of Commissioners to 
have legislation passed by Indiana’s General Assem- 
bly that would allow the relocation of Lake County’s 
government seat from Crown Point proper to a site 
skirting the northern limits of the city. In 1961 and 
again in 1963, the Republican controlled legisla- 
tures defeated the proposed legislation, the approv- 


al of which was needed for construction. 
(Continued on page eight) 
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LAKE COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT CENTER 


2293 North Main Street 
Crown Point, Indiana 46307 


COUNTY JAIL COMPLEX 


BASEMENT: 
Emergency Operation’s Center 
Civil Defense (future) 
Firing Range 
Mechanical Equipment 
FIRST FLOOR: 
Inmate Receiving & Processing Center 
Warden's General & Private Offices 
Holding Cells 
Jail Kitchen & Laundry 
Trustee Living Quarters 
SECOND FLOOR: 
Sheriff's Office 
Detective Bureau 
Enforcement Room 
Communications & Information 
Bureau of Identification 
Training Room 
Squad Room 
Locker & Shower Rooms 
THIRD FLOOR: 
Housing for 252 Male Inmates 
Multipurpose Room (Chapel or Classroom) 
Serving Kitchen 
Storage 
FOURTH FLOOR: 
Same as Third Floor (Future) 
FIFTH FLOOR: 
Housing for 42 Female and 42 Male 
(Juvenile) Inmates 
Sick Bay for Female Prisoners 
Sick Bay for Juvenile Prisoners 
Serving Kitchen 
Storage Room 
Multipurpose Rooms 
Matron’s Living Quarters 
JAIL CAPACITY: 


Present Ultimate 
FIRST FLOOR 54 54 
THIRD FLOOR 252 252 
FOURTH FLOOR — 252 
FIFTH FLOOR 105 223 
TOTALS Sscisencieies 411 781 


NOTE: Visiting days and hours obtained from 
Sheriff's Department Information Cen- 
ter, First Floor. 


JUDICIAL BUILDING 


FIRST FLOOR: 


Clerk, Lake Circuit & Superior Courts 
Election Board 

Prosecutor 

Probation Department (Criminal Division) 
Coroner 

500-seat Assembly Room 

Micro-Film Vault 

Shops, Receiving & Storage 

Building Manager, Security Office 


SECOND FLOOR: 


Lake Circuit Court 

Criminal Division Courts (4), Superior 
Court of Lake County 

Judges’ Offices 

Law Library 

Offices of Court Aides 

Probable Cause Hearing Commissioner 

Probate Commissioner 

Grand Jury Room 

Court Reporters’ Attorney Conference 
Rooms 

General Assembly Room (Entrance this 
floor) 

Clerk's Criminal Division Office 


Note: Entrance at South. 
Stairway in Lobby to 2nd Floor. 
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COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICES 


FIRST FLOOR: 
Data Processing 
Sheriff's Civil Division (in corridor joining 

Administrative & Judicial buildings) 

Vote Machine Storage, Office of Supervisor 
Public-Employee Lounge 
Inactive Records’ Storage 
Cafeteria 


SECOND FLOOR: 
Auditor 
Treasurer 
Assessor 
Recorder 
Voter Registration 


THIRD FLOOR: 
Commissioners 
Council 
Commissioner's Court 
Attorneys 
Plan Commission & Building Department 
Health Department 
Surveyor / Engineers 
Parks & Recreation 
Cooperative Extension Service 
Veteran's Service 
Inspector Weights & Measures 
State Board of Accounts 
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NOTE: Escalator service to 2nd and 3rd floors 
located at center of building. 
Entrances at South and East sides. 
Provisions for 4th floor. 


These defeats were the first of a series of politi- 
cal roadblocks, legislative and court actions, which 
would eventually boost the cost to the taxpayers 
approximately $10,000,000. 

Several months prior to the initial introduction 
of the legislation, L. Cosby Bernard & Company, an 
architectural and engineering firm of Hammond, 
submitted an extensive and comprehensive report 
that also urged the consolidation of a courts- 
administration building, a jail and a juvenile deten- 
tion home into one complex. The site they suggested 
was located immediately west of State Route 55 
and south of 93rd Avenue on the northern outskirts 
of Crown Point. The design submitted was similar 
to the final plans which would ultimately be 
accepted. 

Shortly thereafter, the Advisory Committee ap- 
proved the consolidation plans. And the authoriza- 
tion for architectural drawings and designs was 
made by the commissioners. An estimate of three 
to four years was given by L. Cosby Bernard & 
Company for completion of the complex, which 
would include an administration building, a courts 
building, the Sheriff's Department and jail structure, 
a juvenile detention center, juvenile courts, and a 
utility and power station. 


Attorney Martin Behnke joined Dr. Forszt and Mr. 
Olszewski as a county commissioner in January of 
1963, and lent his enthusiastic support to the con- 
struction program. 

An encouraging indication for a go-ahead came in 
1965. It was then, against continuing opposition 
from Republican forces in the State Legislatures and 
a citizen's group in Crown Point, that the Democrat- 
ic-controlled General Assembly approved legislation 
that would permit the relocation of the county 
courthouse from downtown Crown Point to the rec- 
ommended site located on the northern outskirts of 
the city. 


Late in 1966, the Advisory Committee approved 
the start of a bond petition for construction of the 
complex. The commissioners favored a $15,000,000 
bond issue of 20 years duration. Petitions were 
circulated, as required by law, for the pending sale 
of the bond issue. The petitions collected more 
signatures than were necessary, indicating popular 
support in favor of construction. The Lake County 
Council of 1967 approved the bond issue. That 
council consisted of Thomas Lynch, Michael Blas- 
tick, Charles Carlson, Joseph Baran, Frank Perry, 
James Mundell and Sydney Garner. 

But still another unexpected obstacle loomed 


ahead which would result in a costly delay of more 
than two years. Already nearly four years had been 
lost in the start of construction, and with each year 
the costs were rising sharply. 

Early in 1967, a group of five Crown Point prop- 
erty owners filed a suit alleging that the 1965 law 
permitting relocation of the courthouse within a 
two-mile radius of the county seat was unconstitu- 
tional. The members of the Board were named as 
defendants. 

While this suit was holding up construction, the 
Board of Commissioners announced that they 
might be forced to restrict construction to only a 
new county jail, if long delays were forseen. This 
suit was moved, after a change of venue, to Porter 
County Circuit Court. It was there that Judge Alfred 
Pivarnik ruled, late in 1968, that the Lake County 
Courthouse could be moved out of Crown Point 
proper, thus denying a motion intended to block 
construction. 

This was not the end of the delays. In 1969, the 
attorney representing the five Crown Point property 
owners filed an appeal before the state Supreme 
Court. That judicial body denied the appeal, at last 
permitting location of the new center on the site 
decided upon by the commissioners and the Advi- 
sory Committee. 

The Crown Point City Council followed this rul- 
ing by annexing the land on which the complex was 
to be located. 

By this time, the county was beginning to notice 
the first signs of unprecedented inflation. Wages 
and material costs began to rise, compelling the 
commissioners to have new estimate costs deter- 
mined. In 1970, they reported that they must now 


The County Commissioners wish to 
express their sincere appreciation to 
Thomas G. Kennedy for his dedicated 
service and assistance in helping us 
prepare this brochure. 


request that the County Council approve an am- 
mendment to the $15,000,000 bond issue originally 
authorized in 1967. The council approved the am- 
mendment, taking note that the interest rates had 
increased in the last three years. The bond issue 
was sold in April of 1970. 

The project was quickly pushed toward comple- 
tion. Bids were received by the commissioners, and 
in December of 1970 contracts were let for con- 
struction of a 3-story administration building, a 
2-story court building, partial construction of a 
5-story jail building, and a combination garage and 
boiler house. Due to runaway inflation costs, it was 
not possible to construct the juvenile center, juvenile 
court nor the dog pound. 

Construction of the complex began with the 
ground - breaking ceremony held on February 25, 
1971. In May of 1974, the first office was moved 
into the new government center. By the following 
August all offices, courts and departments had 
moved. 

The center is enhanced by a serene rural land- 
scape, and is set on a 70-acre tract of land. Today 
a total of 30 county government offices, courts, de- 
partments and agencies of the county government 
have relocated in the three-structure complex. Also, 
the center boasts a spacious cafeteria which serves 
both the public and employees, and a 500-seat audi- 
torium. 

The citizens of Lake County have reason to be 
proud of the new center that so clearly represents 
a progressive outlook toward county government, 
whose officials have anticipated the public’s grow- 
ing needs, and have persisted in meeting the chal- 
lenges of the present and the future. 
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LAKE COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT CENTER 


L. COSBY BERNARD & ASSOCIATES 
Architects & Engineers 


CONTRACTORS 
CALUMET CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 


General Construction 
U.S. PIPING, INC. 
Plumbing, Heating, and Ventilation 
TRI-CITY ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
Electrical Power, Sound and Fire Alarm Systems 
MUNSTER STEEL COMPANY, INC. 
Structural Steel 
SOUTHERN STEEL COMPANY 
Jail Equipment 
GARY OFFICE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
Metal Casework and Moveable Furniture 
E. F. HAUSERMAN COMPANY 
Demountable Partitions 
SOUTHERN-STEARNES COMPANY 
Food Service Equipment 
POWERS REGULATOR COMPANY 
Automatic Temperature Controls 
DOVER ELEVATOR COMPANY 
Elevators 
HARTMANN-SANDERS COMPANY 
Custom Woodwork 
MOTOROLA C.&E., INC. 
Sheriff’s Communication System 
LAPORTE COUNTY LANDSCAPING 
SERVICE, INC. 
Landscaping 
KING SCHOOL EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
Manufactured Cabinetry 
CARPETLAND, U.S.A., INC. 
Carpeting 
NORTHERN INDIANA STATIONERY CO., INC. 
Fixed Seating 
PETER J. HARTMANN COMPANY 
Gasoline Dispensing System 
OFFICE MAKERS 
Moveable Furniture 
AMERICAN LAUNDRY MACHINERY 
INDUSTRIES 
Laundry Equipment 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNING, INC. 


Graphic Communications 
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